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The year and the summer are flying by! I just want to take a few 
moments to share some thoughts with all of you as we embark on 
the second half of 2023. 

First, I would like to congratulate Tom Rooney of The Nature 
Conservancy on being elected our Chair Elect for 2023. He is 
busy planning our next meeting and more information on that will 
be coming soon. Additionally, all the resolutions we voted upon 
have passed and I am beginning work on completing all the      
appropriate paperwork so that we can move forward with the 
amending and restating of our Articles of Incorporation. I hope 
you all enjoyed our Winter Meeting this year. I have received 
some positive feedback on the program that I put together for us. I 
tried to choose some topics that have come up as questions in my 
mind in the time since starting my business. I am very               
appreciative of all of you who helped me put together the meeting 
and helped make it a success! 

Continued On Page 3 

75 Years of the Ohio Chapter and Ohio SAF 

Phil Perry 

 

In the beginning there was Gifford Pinchot. In 1900 he and seven other foresters established the Society of American 
Foresters (SAF). As the organization grew SAF was divided into Sections to better serve the membership. The    
Central States Section was established in 1923. It included the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. Lower Michigan 
was also included at first. The annual meeting would rotate between the states. The Ohio Chapter was organized at 
Camp Muskingum near Carrollton, OH, on October 7, 1948, at the annual Central States Section meeting. Unsure if 
the Indiana and Illinois Chapters were also established at this time. In 1979-1980 SAF reorganized from Sections into 
state or multi-state societies. The Central States Section decided to dissolved and create three state societies           
beginning in 1981. Therefore, the Ohio Chapter became the Ohio Society of American Foresters. 
 
Two student chapters were established in 1983 at Hocking College, with a two-year forestry program, and Ohio State 
University, with a four-year forestry program. OSAF members that have served as the District 9 Representative on 
National Student Congress were Katie Gerber in 2017-19 and Elliot Smith in 2019-21.  
 
The Iron Furnace Chapter was active in southcentral Ohio from 2009 to 2019. A highlight was the annual dinner at 
Lake Hope Lodge in Vinton County with spouses and Hocking College forestry students.  

The records of the OSAF are stored and maintained at the Mahn Center for Archives & Special Collections, Alden 
Library, Ohio University, Athens, OH. This includes 10 boxes of material that can be viewed by appointment. This 
includes bylaws, minutes, membership lists, financial information, plans, policies, Hetuch newsletters, publications, 
and more. 

Continued On Page 5 

Chair Report 

Jake Peer 



H2Ohio Promoting Riparian Buffers and Wetlands for Water Quality 

By Christina Kuchle of Ohio Division of Wildlife 

Water is an essential part of all life.  In 2019, when Governor Mike DeWine took office, he made water quality a top 
priority by launching H2Ohio: a comprehensive, data-driven approach to improving water quality. ODNR’s role in the 
initiative is to reduce nutrient loads in rivers and lakes through creating or restoring wetlands.  The $114 million dollar 
investment has been getting put to good use.  In about a 4-year period, H2Ohio has 141 grant projects under contract 
which will result in 15,000 acres of wetlands restored.   
 
H2Ohio funds have also been used to incentivize wetland restoration and wooded riparian buffer plantings on private 
lands in the Lake Erie CREP and Scioto CREP service areas.  CREP is an acronym for the Conservation Reserve     
Enhancement Program.  In short, Lake Erie and Scioto CREP are Federal programs that provides 15 years of enhanced 
soil rental rate payments and cost share for the establishment of several different types of conservation practices on  
agricultural lands with a cropping history.  
Continued On Page 9 

In Remembrance of Mark Ervin 

Mark Ervin, 68 of Centerburg, Ohio, passed May 10, 2023. Ervin earned a BS in Forest Management from The Ohio 
State University (OSU) in 1977. After a brief stint with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) on the Gifford Pinchot NF, 
Ervin Joined the Ohio DNR, Division of Forestry (DOF) as a YCC Advisor in 1980. Mark served as Assistant    
Manager of the Mohican State Forest and Assistant District Forester in New Philadelphia. He was promoted to the 
Chief’s Staff as Lead GIS Specialist and Head of Special Programs in Columbus in 1990.   He was instrumental in 
acquiring Forest Legacy Grants from the USFS for the purchase of lands. After retiring from the DOF in 2009, Ervin 

started Ervin Woodland Management Services, a 
private forest consulting company.  He served as 
Chair of the Ohio SAF in 2005 and then for the   
policy committee. With a Forester’s Fund Grant, 
Mark created a display of the history, importance, 
and  connection between forestry and OSU. Due to 
his service to SAF, Ervin was selected as a Fellow 
in 2018. 

Image of Mark Ervin 



Chair Report Continued From Page 1 

I have been busy lately with some of my other volunteer positions. A couple weeks ago, I spent the week at Camp   
Canopy. It is always a joy to get to spend the week talking about some of my favorite things (trees and birds) to people 
who mostly want to listen to me! Camp Canopy was well attended this year as we have been steadily recovering our 
numbers from missing 2020. We had all our traditional classes this year in addition to our rotating classes. The rotating 
classes this year included ancient Ohioans, amphibian identification, insects, and forest fungi. Forest fungi was an     
entirely new class, and it was incredible how many different types of fungi were collected during the class. At the end 
of the week, we were able to award $8,250 in college scholarships to the campers who scored the best on our end-of-
week exam. Approximately 1/3rd of our campers got a perfect score on their dendrology exam. It is always amazing to 
me how intelligent our campers have become over the years. I think the future of forestry and wildlife management is 
bright. Thank you to all the professionals who helped with Camp this year! 
 
Our Ohio Tree Farm Committee has also been busy over the past few months making a big decision for the future of 
our program. We made the decision to shift away from third-party certification, which has been a decision several other 
states have made recently. This does not change the way that landowners will interact with the program. We will no 
longer have to participate in a third-party assessment, which will save a significant amount of time and resources from 
our committee members. Timber buyers will no longer be able to make third-party sustainability claims on Tree Farm    
timber, but this was not happening in significant numbers in Ohio. Our Tree Farms will still need to meet the 2021 Tree 
Farm Standards of Sustainability. For more information, please see the next issue of the Ohio Woodland Journal.  
 
Finally, the Ohio SAF executive committee recently participated in a legislative reception at the Ohio Statehouse. This 
event was organized by the Ohio Forestry Association, but there were several different organizations who participated 
in the event. It was an opportunity for our foresters and landowners to meet with their state representatives and state 
senators and provide some education about forestry in Ohio. I am hopeful that it will be the start of a renewed relation-
ship with our legislators that will be fruitful for the future of Ohio’s forest resources. 
 
As the summer continues, I hope that everyone stays safe and productive well into the future! 

 

INTERESTED IN WRITING FOR THE HETUCH?  

Email Elliot Smith at bigdarbyforestry@gmail.com 

We’re always looking for more forestry related content like pictures or written content.  

mailto:bigdarbyforestry@gmail.com


OHIO SAF AWARDS 2022 

Each year, we recognize individuals who are making       
significant contributions to our profession through Chapter 
awards. For the Ohio Chapter, we present the following 
annual awards: 

• Outstanding Member – member making outstanding 
contributions to the forestry profession based on the       
following factors: technical competence, service to chapter, 
professional service outside the chapter, moral character, 
and social contributions 

• Communicator of the Year – award more specific to 
communication efforts, recognizing a member with   
demonstrated success and contributions in a                  
communication initiative, program, etc. 
We have three additional awards that may be given        
annually or less frequently (e.g., these won’t necessarily be 
given every year). 

• Contribution to Forestry outside of the Profession -  
intended for individuals who aren’t foresters by education 
or training 

• Young Forester Award - award for the Ohio Chapter 
that follows the criteria of the national Young Forester 
Leadership Award; must be <40 years old) 

• Student Leadership Award - award for the Ohio    
Chapter that follows the criteria of the national Student 
leadership award 
  

 

Award Winners with OSAF Chair, Jake Peer.  Top Left: Henry Lieber-

man (Outstanding Member of the Year 2022), Top Right: Elliot Smith 

(Communicator of the Year 2022), Bottom Left: Cameron Uptmor 

(Student Leadership Award 2022), Bottom Right: David Ruhl (Cowen/

Embree Scholarship Recipient 2022).  

75 Years of the Ohio Chapter and Ohio SAF Continued From Page 1 

Members are from the following organizations: Ohio DNR Division of Forestry, consulting foresters, U.S. Forest    

Service (Wayne N.F. & Northern Research Station), forestry industries (especially the former Mead Paper Company), 

education (Ohio State University & Hocking College), city foresters, and others. Members are more concentrated in the 

more forested hilly unglaciated Appalachian Ohio. 

Jessica Miller Receiving the 2022 Award for Contribution to 

Forestry Outside the Profession.  



OSAF Committee chairs needed: 

If you are interested in being the Forest Policy Chair, please email Jake Peer, Jake@peerfamilyforestry.com 

with any questions.  With any organization, you get out what you put in.  Get the most out of your OSAF member 

ship by volunteering and help shape OSAF for the future.  

75 Years of the Ohio Chapter and Ohio SAF Continued From Page 4 

At the first meeting of the Ohio Chapter the members elected their first officers – Oliver D. Diller Chairman, G.     
Luther Schnur Vice Chairman, and Jean E. Fisher Secretary-Treasurer. The Vice Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer, 
with a two-year term, were elected by the members with usually two people running for each office. The Vice    

Chairman automatically became Chairman the next year and Past Chairman the year after. The first women Chair was 
Emmerentia Guthrie in 1987. In 2014 the Secretary-Treasurer position was divided into two positions. After the turn 
of the century it became harder to find enough members to run for an office. Secretary and Treasurer positions were 

changed to be appointed with no set term length and the Vice Chair candidate usually had no opposition.  

Members at the first meeting also decided to hold two meetings a year. Usually the winter meeting was held in       

Columbus because it is so centrally located. As with Rome all roads lead to Columbus. The summer meeting rotated 

around the four corners of the state. From 1974 to 1997 and 2003 to 2004 the winter and sometimes summer meetings 

were held in conjunction with the Ohio Forestry Association (OFA), a forestry industry organization that included 

many Tree Farmers. Several joint winters meetings with OFA were held at two historic hotels in downtown            

Columbus, Neil House and Great Southern. Usually the second day of the summer meetings were field sessions 

where we could see and discuss forest management in action. The August 1950 meeting was held at the Berry Hotel 

on Court Street in downtown Athens. The hotel was owned and operated by a black couple, Edward and Martha    

Berry, from 1893 to 1921 and was known as the best hotel in Athens. Joint meet meetings have been held with the 

West Virginia Chapter of Allegheny SAF (1996, 2006), Indiana SAF (1992, 2003, 2013), and Kentucky-Tennessee 

SAF (1990).  

OSAF has many committees for different subjects with some permanent and some established as needed. Some 

names have changed over the years. The committees that have been consistent have been the following: Policy (or 

Forest Policy), Membership, Forest Science (or Science/Technology), Foresters’ Fund, Communications (Public    

Affairs or Public Relations), Historian (or Forest History), Continuing Forestry Education, Scholarship, Urban      

Forestry, Website Coordinator, and Forester Directory. Two new committees are Awards and Social Media. Past 

committees have been Education and Forest Soils.  

Two National SAF conventions have been held in Ohio. In Cleveland in 1971 with the theme “Forestry in an         

Urbanized Society” and in Cincinnati in 1982 with the theme “America’s Hardwood Forests – Opportunities Unlim-

ited”. At Cleveland OSAF members W.H. Hildebrand was the General Chairman and Gordon E. Gatherum was     

Arrangements Chairman with many OSAF members assisting him on the committee. At Cincinnati OSAF members 

Lawrence “Larry” Ehlers was the General Chairman and Steve Sandfort was the Arrangements Chairman also with 

many OSAF members assisting him. For many members these were probably the only national convention they     

attended. In the future maybe Columbus will hold the convention, especially since Columbus is now the largest city 

in Ohio. Since many Indiana SAF members assisted us in Cincinnati many OSAF members reciprocated by helping at 

the convention in Indianapolis in 1993.   

 

mailto:Jake@peerfamilyforestry.com


75 Years of the Ohio Chapter and Ohio SAF Continued From Page 5 

Two OSAF members have been elected as the District 9 Council Representative on the National SAF Board. They were 

Roger Weaver in 2007-09 and Lee Crocker in 2016-18. Roger Williams was a member of the SAF World Forestry 

Committee in 2011-14. 

The Ohio Chapter/OASF newsletter is called the Hetuch, supposedly an Indian name meaning “eye of the buck deer”. 

This explanation has been called into question. But it does seem that backwoods settlers in Ohio were called buckeyes 

after the tree. The Hetuch has been published since 1977 with one to four issues per year.  

There have been 46 OSAF members that have been honored with the Fellow award for their long-standing service to 

forestry and SAF. Fellows were originally elected by the members, first by the section and then by the state society.  

Beginning in 2006 Fellow applications were sent to the District 9 Fellow Committee which they used to evaluate and 

recommend Fellows to National SAF. Currently National SAF does the evaluation and makes the decision. 

Ohio’s first Fellow was William Cowen in 1979. He was probably the only one in the Central States Section era        

because all members in the section voted and Ohio members were not very well known by most members in Indiana 

and Illinois. Since the Ohio Chapter became OSAF generally one member per year has been elected or selected. The 

exception was 1986 when six members were elected. This was done to catch up from the Central States era. The first 

woman Fellow was Stephanie Miller in 2011. 

The original Treasurer’s Record was maintained in the same ledger book from 1949 to 2004 all handwritten. The ledger 

is now stored in the archives and shown below is the first three pages listing by name the original 43 members that paid 

their $ .50 annual dues in 1949. 

   

OSAF established the Cowen-Embree Scholarship Fund in 1987. It is named for Dr. William Cowen, a forestry         

professor at Ohio State University, and David Embree, forestry instructor at Hocking College. They were both SAF 
members. The purpose of the fund was to reward two outstanding forestry students each year, one from Ohio State and 
one from Hocking College. The idea started when the Forestry Club of Hocking College, then called Hocking Technical 

College, donated $160 to OSAF to established a scholarship fund. This fund was augmented by OSAF members        
donations. Bill Cowen and Dave Embree were both instrumental in establishing the fund and providing significant    
financial donations. The amount awarded started at $100 and is now up to $1000. 

The original Treasurer’s Record was maintained in the same ledger book from 1949 to 2004 all handwritten. The ledger is now stored in 

the archives and shown below is the first three pages listing by name the original 43 members that paid their $ .50 annual dues in 1949. 



75 Years of the Ohio Chapter and Ohio SAF Continued from Page 6 

OSAF has several awards that are presented at the winter meeting each year. The “Outstanding Member” award has 

been presented since 1965 and the “Communicator of the Year” since 1989. For both awards the past three award   

winners select the new winner. In 2015 the 

“Contributions to Forestry from Outside the             

Profession” was established but has not been awarded 

every year. In 2021 the “Young Forester” and the 

”Student Leadership” awards were established.  

The Presidential Field Forester for District 9 award has 

been earned by six OSAF members. They are David 

Schatz (2004), Lee Crocker (2007), Stanley Swierz 

(2009), Randy Clum (2014), Timothy Wilson (2017), 

and James Elze (2018). OSAF earned the Pinchot’s 

Prize for contributing the highest per capita amount for 

the Foresters Fund in 1992, 1995, and 1996. Four 

members have been selected as the Ohio Tree Farmer 

of the Year. They are Franklin Newell (1983), Les Ott 

(1996), Wayne Lashbrook (2012), and Randy & Koral 

Clum (2017).  Randy and Koral Clum also won        

National Tree Farmer of the Year in 2018.  Some other 

awards follow. In 2015 Jeremy Scherf was the North 

Central Region Outstanding Tree Farm Inspector of the 

Year (2005), Jake Peer won the same award in 2020. 

Jeremy Scherf also won the 2016 National Tree Farmer 

of the Year Award. In 1978 Oliver Diller had a park 

dedicated in his name in Wooster, Ohio. 

The Central States Forest Soils Workshop is an annual 

meeting of foresters and soil scientists from Ohio,   

Kentucky, Indiana, and Missouri. The purpose is to 

learn about how soils and the growing of trees          

interrelate. OSAF helped sponsor the workshops in 

Ohio in 1982, 1989, 1995, 2002, 2008, and 2014. 

Two of the early projects of the Ohio Chapter was the 

development and publication in 1957 of “Recommended Management Practices for Forest Land in Southeastern Ohio” 

and “Preferred Cutting Practices and Recommendations for Professional Foresters for Northern Ohio Forest Types”. 

These were followed up in 1961 with “A Forest Planting Guide for Ohio”.  

OSAF has held Legislative Breakfasts for members of the Ohio legislature to provide them with expert forestry infor-

mation. They were held at the Hyatt on Capitol Square in Columbus from 1992 to 1997, 1999, & 2001.  

The licensing and/or registration of foresters by the State of Ohio has been a very contentious issue with OSAF mem-
bers. The topic has been seriously discussed several times – 1954-58, 1984-85, 1990, and 2019-20. The goal of        
licensing would be to raise the professionalism of Forestry in Ohio through defining in law a definition of a forester. 
The problem is that people with no formal forestry or related education are referring to themselves as foresters. The 
intent would be to set the minimum legal standards for those who can practice forestry in Ohio. After all four           
discussions the majority of OSAF members were not supportive of the licensing of foresters by the state.  While       
licensing has been voted down, OSAF still has its own directory of foresters in Ohio to help private woodland owners 
improve forest management by providing a list of professional foresters. The list of foresters has been available online 
since 2006 from www.osafdirectory.com. Using a forester on the list is voluntary. It cannot prevent non-foresters by 
referring to themselves as foresters. But OSAF does have control on who is listed in the directory.  

The Official Newsletter of the Ohio Society of American Foresters Volume 

10, Number 2, Spring, 1995 

http://www.osafdirectory.com


Ohio Chapter/OSAF has been an active and effective state    

society for 75 years in promoting excellent forestry in Ohio and 
intends to do so in the future. 

75 Years of the Ohio Chapter and Ohio SAF Continued From Page 7 

On his visit to the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, NC, where forestry was first practiced in the USA by Gifford Pinchot, it 

occurred to OSAF Vice Chair Jaye Hayes that there should be a forester recognition plaque on the estate. With support 

from OSAF and the agreement of the Biltmore Estate a Foresters’ Fund grant was obtained. In 2011 a bronze plaque 

was installed on the terrace outside the house. 

 

 

 
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of 

Forestry honored OSAF with the Friends of the Forest 

award in 1997 for its contribution to forestry. The plaque 

below was presented and a red oak tree was planted in the 

Forest of Honor on Zaleski State Forest.  

Bronze Plaque Outside the Terrace of the Biltmore Estate Mansion. 



H2Ohio Promoting Riparian Buffers and Wetlands for Water Quality Continued From Page 2 

To further incentivize the establishment of wooded riparian buffers and wetlands, H2Ohio funds are used to provide a 
one-time incentive payment of $2,000 per acre in Lake Erie CREP and $1,500 per acre in Scioto CREP.  Thus, if a 
landowner is interested in planting a 4-acre wooded riparian buffer around a waterway on their property, they can   
receive: 

• Cost share for establishing the practice through Lake Erie/Scioto CREP 
• 15 years of enhanced soil rental rate payments through Lake Erie/Scioto CREP. 
• A one-time bonus payment of $2,000 per acre in Lake Erie CREP or $1,500 per acre in Scioto CREP.  Thus, 

on a 4-acre practice, depending on location, the bonus payment could be $8,000 in Lake Erie CREP or $6,000 
in Scioto CREP.    

 
If landowners are interested in signing up, they must contact their county FSA office to confirm eligibility.  Proper-
ties must have an active cropping history.  Expiring CRP properties are not eligible to enroll in CREP.  There is no 
specific enrollment period or application.  Landowners are automatically eligible for the one-time bonus payments 
simply by signing-up for either a wetland or wooded riparian buffer restoration in either Lake Erie or Scioto CREP.     
Participation in the Lake Erie CREP and Scioto CREP programs is a win-win for landowners and for water quality.  
There are lots of water quality programs that have come and gone over the years, but H2Ohio is unique.  No other 
state in the U.S. has prioritized water quality like Ohio has.  Ohio has good reason for addressing water quality     
concern, especially in the Lake Erie and Scioto watersheds. Millions of people rely on Lake Erie and the Scioto River 
for drinking water.  However, in 2014, water quality in the western basin of Lake Erie was so poor that citizens in the 
City of Toledo were told not to drink their tap water.  The harmful algae bloom (HAB) that caused the issue was a 
result of excessive nutrient runoff from the landscape.  HABs in the western basin of Lake Erie have been occurring 
with regular frequency since the 2000s.  As rain events have intensified over the last 20-30 years, additional nutrients 
are delivered from across the watershed and HABs continue to occur.   

Image of harmful algae bloom (HAB) in the western basin of Lake Erie.  

Map showing Lake Erie CREP service area in green and 
Scioto CREP service area in blue.  



H2Ohio Promoting Riparian Buffers and Wetlands for Water Quality Continued From Page 9 

But what do wetlands and riparian buffers have to do with reducing HABs?  Wetlands and riparian buffers help to 

reduce nutrient runoff by storing water on the landscape.  The Lake Erie and Scioto watersheds were historically 

covered in wetlands and hardwood forests. This type of cover helped store vast qualities of water on the landscape 

and provided habitat for terrestrial and aquatic life.  Overtime these areas were cleared and drained through a      

network containing thousands of miles of buried subsurface tile and man-made ditches to keep our roads, homes 

and farm fields from being covered in standing water.   

These innovations made Ohio habitable, but consequently have dramatically increased runoff.  Impacts of our   

drainage systems are seen by measuring water discharge volumes in river systems.  For example, the Maumee    

River, which drains over 5 million acres of land, is the largest watershed draining to the Western Lake Erie Basin.  

From the beginning of record in the 1920s, the Maumee River experienced an average annual discharge volume of 

about 3500 cubic feet per second.  (One cubic foot is about 7 gallons of water.)  In the 2010s, the average annual 

discharge from the Maumee River had increased to over 7000 cubic feet per second.   

Higher flow rates in rivers have negative consequences for terrestrial and aquatic life.  Increased stream flows mean 

increased flooding and erosion.  Higher rates of sediment flow in stream systems smoother vegetation and habitat 

for aquatic organisms.  Efforts to maintain vegetation around streams can help.  Planting trees around streams help 

to stabilize stream banks and keep water temperatures low.  Warm water doesn’t contain as much oxygen as cool 

water.  The roots from trees extending out into stream channel provide habitat for aquatic macroinvertebrates, such 

as dragonflies and crayfish, which serve as food for many fish species.  

Image of dragonfly nymph.  In-stream vegetation and sub-

merged root wads provide essential habitat for these aquatic 
macroinvertebrates.  These organisms are great to have as they 

feed on mosquitoes.    

Ducks flying into a newly restored Lake Erie CREP wetland in     

Ottawa County  

Restoring the full extent of Ohio’s woodlands and wetlands is not feasible nor desired.  However, there is a desire to 
restore wetlands and forests in locations where they can best intercept and hold nutrient laden runoff.  These        

opportunities can take many forms: re-foresting areas around waterways, restoring bottom land row crop fields that 
regularly flood, restoring streams to promote in-stream nutrient processing, and creating wetlands in locations where 
agricultural drainage can be routed to them for water quality treatment. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

has been able to build several such projects already.  The Department has also allocated $4.3 million dollars of   
funding to monitor the effectiveness of each project to reduce excessive nutrients.  The point was made earlier in 
this article, but it’s worth emphasizing again, no other state in the U.S. is addressing water quality challenges as  

seriously as Ohio. Safeguarding drinking water resources for future generations requires partnership.  If you would 
like more information about H2Ohio, please visit our website at https://h2.ohio.gov/natural-resources/ or email us at 
H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov.    

https://h2.ohio.gov/natural-resources/
mailto:H2Ohio@dnr.ohio.gov
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