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Presenting OSAF’s newest Fellow: 
 
 

 
 

 
Think about it, you can be there to 
congratulate Phil in person.  Friday 

March 5, 2004 at the OSAF luncheon. 



Chair’s Comments 
 

Let me begin by saying that I’m honored to be elected to serve as your Chair this year.  I wouldn’t 
call that an OSAF success, but I will work diligently on your behalf.  Building enough respect and 
confidence among colleagues to be elected is certainly gratifying; maintaining it throughout the term may 
well be a challenge. 

As for other challenges, there are many.  Total membership is down compared to last year.  I can 
think of no valid reason for a forester not to be a member.  The services provided and network of contacts 
available to vastly overshadow the cost of membership.  If there are problems with policy and positions of 
SAF, all the more reason to become more active.  I challenge you to find a potential member and invite 
that person to the next OSAF meeting.  If you employ other foresters, encourage and facilitate their 
membership.  The professional development and educational opportunities will enhance your business.  
Membership Chair, Jeremy Scherf, wants to hear your ideas on maintaining and growing membership. 

There is a desire of mine to research the possibility of several local chapters started around the 
state to allow for more of a grassroots effort on the ground.  This would also promote a greater fellowship 
function among the membership, especially for the younger foresters.  If you have ideas on how this could 
happen in your area, please share it with me or one of the members of the Executive Committee. 

The Communications Committee is also at work in developing a Communications Plan for OSAF.  
You will hear more about this as this process is rolled out.  This vehicle may be just the ticket to get more 
participation from more of the members.  Offer your help to the chair, Stephanie Miller.  It’s a grand task, 
but will well worth the effort.  
  Policy issues require diligent attention to the changing world around us.  Success depends upon 
member participation in local, state and regional issues.  Don’t assume that someone else is taking care of 
this for you.  Your policy Chair is Roger Williams, and he needs support and input from all the members 
in this arena.  Each member should take a stake in protecting our industry from this changing 
environment. Leadership in this arena could bolster membership and build public support. 

Our Winter Meeting is in conjunction with OFA again this year.  OSAF’s event will be a luncheon 
on Friday, March 5th with Mary Redden with the Wayne National Forest as our guest speaker.  Prior to 
her talk, 2003 awards will be presented to deserving OSAF members.  If you haven’t seen the mailings on 
this yet, you will soon.  Please support OSAF with your participation at our meetings.  
  Mark Ervin, your Chair-elect, is working on the planning for our Summer Meeting, and it takes 
participation from the membership to make these meetings work. Education Chair, Kathy Smith is 
working to settle the discussions around CFE requirements and keeping us with the flow of desires for 
hours from the foresters.  If you have ideas on program content, she wants to hear from you.  The other 
members represented on the Executive Committee, Dave Apsley – Secretary/Treasurer, Robert Long – 
Forest Science, and Ralph Hershberger – Soils are ready to take on your suggestions and comments to 
represent OSAF to the best of their abilities. 

I appreciate the leadership of our past chair, Scott Costello.  His efforts to reorganize the 
Executive Committees structure are already showing fruit, and to maintain the momentum as we continue 
into 2004 will be daunting.  We represent the membership at large, but we need your participation to 
address those issues that are important to you. 

 
See you at the OFA/OSAF Annual Meeting – March 5-6.  Also please help with the Legislative Seedling 
Distribution on Wednesday, March 3rd. 
 
Roger Weaver 
 



OSAF LEGISLATIVE SEEDLING 
DISTRIBUTION 

 
Wednesday  - 9:30 AM - MARCH 3, 2004 

Ohio State House - Columbus, Ohio 
 

Please consider joining us this year to help distribute containerized tree seedlings to the offices of 
the Governor, Senate, and House of Representatives this year.  We will meet in the rotunda of the state 
house around 9:30 AM as we plan to begin distributing the seedlings shortly after to be done by lunch 
time.   This is a great opportunity to get our name and message out to the legislature of Ohio.  The 
forestry community will appear even more prominent again this year as our seedling distribution will 
coincide with an afternoon legislative reception hosted by OFA at 4pm. 
 

For those who can’t make it I encourage you to take an active role within your own community.  
Contact your local senator or representative and let them know your concerns regarding forestry in Ohio.  
For more information please contact Roger Weaver at (740) 772-0865 or  rdw2@meadwestvaco.com. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:rdw2@meadwestvaco.com


Communications:  The Hetuch Online 
Scott Costello – Editor 

 
 If you are reading this issue of the Hetuch it is likely that you obtained it online.  Some of you may like 
this change and others may not, but the reality is that the times have changed and we as a chapter must 
continue to adapt.  It is critical in this day and age that we as a state chapter be able to communicate through 
the use of our web page and electronic mail.  It would be wonderful to be able to print and mail the Hetuch to 
the entire membership, but is it still worth the cost and time needed to do so?  What I think many of our 
members need to consider is how fortunate we had been over the last several years to have Walt Smith as our 
Hetuch editor.  Walt not only handled all the details of soliciting material and news each edition of the Hetuch 
but he also took care of the printing cost, labeling, and mailing.  Walt truly deserves all of our thanks for his 
many years of service and dedication to OSAF. 
 The fact we are faced with now is that we no longer have the resources to produce, print, and mail the 
Hetuch.  We do however have the option of more efficiently and rather inexpensively producing the Hetuch as 
an online digital newsletter. Over the last couple years we have struggled with the Hetuch as we allowed Walt 
to retire from his duties.  So here is the future plan: 
 

• The Hetuch will continue to be the official quarterly newsletter of Ohio SAF. Issues will be targeted for 
February, May, August, and November.  

 
• I will serve as the interim newsletter editor. Any submissions for inclusion should be sent directly to 

me, by email if at all possible: scott.costello@dnr.state.oh.us 
 

• I will provide the contents of the Hetuch to our website coordinator Joe Puperi. Joe will publish it on 
the website (www.ohiosaf.org).  He will post the Hetuch in PDF format as an entire newsletter and in 
smaller sections for those members that have slower internet connections.  PDF format will allow you 
to easily print a copy of the newsletter for reading. 

 
• An email reminder will be sent out with a link to the webpage when each edition of the Hetuch is 

posted.  Make sure that you provide your current email address to National SAF because that is where 
we derive our chapter email list from.  

 
• We still need someone to volunteer as an advertising editor.  Although the website is very inexpensive 

there are opportunities for advertising that could bring funding for improvements.  
 

The Communication Planning is Underway! 
 

The Communication Plan Committee met on January 15th in an effort to move forward with developing 
an OSAF communications plan.  Needless to say, there is a huge learning curve for your chairperson.  Just days 
prior to the meeting we received a copy of the new National SAF communication plan.  It is well written and 
probably more along the lines with what Ohio will develop than Indiana’s was. 

 
The committee spent the first meeting reviewing our timetable and identifying OSAF messages, goals, 

and audiences.  Kate Wiltz, Program Development and Evaluation Extension Associate with the OSU School 
of Natural Resources, graciously (and quite patiently) helped to steer us in the right direction. We realized quite 
quickly that our plan must be responsible, fluid, and easily adaptable to a variety of situations.  Our goal is to 
develop the plan and present it to the membership at the Summer Meeting.  Once the plan is accepted, we will 
work to implement it immediately.  We will keep you informed of our progress. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Stephanie Miller - Communications Chair 

mailto:scott.costello@dnr.state.oh.us
http://www.ohiosaf.org/


Current Research on Emerald Ash Borer and Sudden Oak Death 
By Robert Long, OSAF Forest Science and Technology Coordinator 

 
We’ve all been made acutely aware of the threats that emerald ash borer (EAB) and sudden oak death 

(SOD) pose to Ohio’s forests.  There is considerable active research underway to find ways to better 
understand these organisms and to control or eradicate them.  In Ohio, EAB eradication efforts near 
Whitehouse (Lucas County) were completed in 2003 and will be monitored closely this spring.  Other Ohio 
locations with spot EAB infestations include, Ross (Paulding County), Hicksville (Defiance County), Rossford 
(Wood County), and Columbus (near Easton in Franklin County).  Several of these spot infestations are in 
landscape plantings where trees originated from an infested Michigan nursery.   Eradication procedures will be 
initiated this spring in Hicksville.  Depending on funding and the extensiveness of the infestations, some of the 
other sites may be treated too.  A range of research is underway to address important questions associated with 
emerald ash borer.  Here is a brief summary of some of this work. 
 

• How well does the EAB survive in firewood?  It is unknown whether EAB can complete development in 
cut trees.  Current recommendations are that all infested wood be chipped to pieces <1 inch.  A Michigan 
study is underway to determine whether cutting infested trees in June and July will reduce the success of 
larval development compared with trees cut later in the season. 
   

• The host range and feeding preference of EAB is being studied to determine whether any species other than 
ash could be affected by EAB.  Testing includes American elm, hackberry, shagbark hickory, and black 
walnut.  Shrub species related to ash are also being tested such as lilac, forsythia, privet, and fringetree. 

   

• Ohio State researchers Drs. Dan Herms and Enrico Bonello in cooperation with Michigan colleagues are 
collaborating on a project to determine if any resistance occurs in native and Asian ash trees, and to identify 
mechanisms of resistance and susceptibility.  A common garden located in Michigan within the EAB 
infested area has been planted with four ash genotypes and responses to infestation will be quantified 
including biochemical profiling of the phloem tissue of each genotype. 

   

• Control of EAB with pyrethrin, a botanically derived pesticide, is being compared with imidacloprid 
injections in a field evaluation.  Pyrethrin is applied topically in a mixture with diatomaceous earth using a 
backpack sprayer.  Imidacloprid is injected into the soil around the tree or directly into the tree.  Various 
rates and times of application are being evaluated. 

 

• Microbial insecticides such as Bt are also being evaluated.  Laboratory tests showed that Bt caused 
mortality of adults.  More greenhouse and field research is in progress.  Additionally, a microbial 
insecticide formulated with the insect fungus, Beauveri bassiana (marketed under the name BotaniGard) is 
being tested.  Leaf sprays were least effective, but trunk sprays were moderately effective.  This research is 
continuing. 

 

• Natural enemies and biological control are being studied as potential control methods.  To date, only a very 
small percentage of larvae and eggs have been diseased or parasitized due to the lack of natural enemies 
that prey on EAB.  This is typical for exotic or introduced insects.  A longer-term strategy of introducing 
pathogens, parasites and predators that prey on EAB in Asia is being investigated.  However, this involves 
learning how to rear EAB on an artificial diet and then finding, testing, and rearing potential biological 
control agents. 
 

• Detecting EAB in early stages of infestation would considerably aid in setting boundaries for regulatory 
and control efforts.  No known lures or traps have proven effective. Research is underway to determine to 
see if artificially stressed ash trees (for example, trees girdled and with the bark removed near the base) will 
be more efficient in attracting EAB.   Preliminary results indicate that girdled trees with tanglefoot are the 
most efficient traps for detecting EAB. 

 

There is much to be learned about EAB and these projects should ultimately help in detecting, controlling, and 
limiting the impact of EAB.   



Sudden Oak Death (SOD) research is primarily focused in California and Oregon; however, concerns about 
the spread of this pathogen to Eastern forests prompted the development of a pilot survey to detect SOD in 
seven southeastern and mid-Atlantic states in 2003.  The survey, conducted by the Forest Service and 
cooperating states, focused on forested areas with abundant mountain laurel and rhododendron.  No plant 
samples proved positive for Phytophthora ramorum, the SOD pathogen, in 2003.  The survey will be repeated 
and expanded to include a few more states in 2004. 
 
In other SOD-related research Dr. Kurt Gottschalk at the Forest Service Lab in Morgantown is collaborating 
with West Virginia University plant pathologist, Dr. Bill MacDonald, and post-doctoral scientist, Dr. Yilmaz 
Balci, to survey eastern and Midwestern forests for Phytophthora pathogens.  Very little research has been 
conducted in eastern forests to examine the incidence and severity of Phytophthora pathogens that are already 
endemic.  It is likely that these soil borne pathogens may play a role in oak decline scenarios.  The research 
will focus on sampling declining and non-declining oak sites in nine cooperating states: Maryland, West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.  Developing a database 
of Phytophthora pathogens will be beneficial if SOD becomes established in the East.  Dr. Balci, a native of 
Turkey, has extensive experience sampling, isolating, culturing, and identifying Phytophthora pathogens.  He 
has also surveyed oak decline sites in Austria and Turkey for these pathogens and shown a correlation between 
some Phytophthora pathogens and deteriorating oak crowns.       
 
In summer of 2003 a survey was conducted in cooperation with APHIS at 15 ornamental nurseries in 11 Ohio 
Counties.  Dr. Enrico Bonello, a plant pathologist at Ohio State, found no evidence of P. ramorum from foliar 
lesions and twig dieback samples taken from 235 rhododendron and azaleas sampled in the nurseries.  
Approximately 50 Phytophthora isolates were obtained and these were identified to species (P. citricola, P. 
cactorum, P. citrophthora, P. inflatata, P. insolita, and P. nicotiane) but  P. ramorum was not found among 
these isolates. 
 
On in the international front, P. ramorum has been found in European countries infecting several tree species.  
In the Netherlands, P. ramorum was found infecting a single northern red oak (Quercus rubra).  In the United 
Kingdom, P. ramorum has been found infecting southern red oak (Q. falcata) in Sussex, England.  At two sites 
in Cornwall, P. ramorum was isolated from Holm oak (Quercus ilex), horse chestnut (Aesculus 
hippocastanum) and European beech (Fagus sylvatica).  In all of these cases, infected trees with bleeding 
cankers were growing adjacent to rhododendrons that were infected with P. ramorum.  The implications of 
these findings to North America are significant.  If mature northern and southern red oaks are susceptible hosts, 
then the economic and ecological consequences for our forests will be serious.  More research will be needed 
to determine how readily the pathogen can spread and infect mature trees under a range of different climatic 
conditions.   
 
Both the emerald ash borer and sudden oak death problems are receiving major research efforts and funding.  
New research will not just aid our understanding of these organisms, but will help us find ways to reduce or 
eliminate their impact on our forests and shade trees. 



14th Central Hardwoods Forest Conference 
 

The 14th Central Hardwood Forest Conference will be held at Ohio State University’s Shisler 
Conference Center (http://www.shislercenter.ohiostate.edu), on the Wooster campus of the Ohio Agricultural 
Research and Development Center (OARDC).  The Conference will bring together forest managers and 
scientists to discuss research and issues concerning the ecology and management of forests in the Central 
Hardwood Region. Speakers will include researchers and managers from both public and private sectors. Oral 
presentations and posters in areas applicable to Central Hardwood Forest management will be presented. 
 

Registration and a social mixer will start the conference on Tuesday evening, March 16. Concurrent 
sessions of oral presentations will begin on Wednesday, March 17, and will continue through Thursday, March 
18. Poster presentations are scheduled for Wednesday evening prior to the banquet. For a complete schedule of 
oral and poster presentations, please visit the conference web site at: http://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/chfc2004/agenda.asp. 
 

The meeting registration fee is $150. It includes handout materials, a copy of the Proceedings on a CD, 
Tuesday night social hour, lunches on Wednesday and Thursday, dinner at the Wednesday evening banquet, 
and refreshment breaks. The fee for students is $100. Banquet tickets for spouses are available for $27.50. The 
cost of the field trips scheduled for Friday is $25. It includes handout materials, field transportation, and lunch. 
Please visit the secure web site for conference registration at: http://www.oardc .ohio-
state.edu/chfc2004/registration.asp. 
 
Please feel free to contact the organizers if you have questions or desire more information about the 
conference.  
 
• Dr. David M. Hix, Phone: (614) 292-1394. Email: hix.6@osu.edu. 
• Dr. P. Charles Goebel, Phone: (330) 263-3789. Email: goebel.11@osu.edu. 
• Daniel A. Yaussy, Phone: (740) 368-0093. E-mail: dyaussy@fs.fed.us. 
• Dr. Robert P. Long, Phone: (740) 368-0050. E-mail: rlong@fs.fed.us. 
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2003 Central States Forest Soils Workshop - October 2003 
 

The Central States Forest Soils Workshop originated at the Lake States Forest council meeting in the 
fall of 1979.  Individuals from Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Missouri, and Kentucky met and decided to form their 
own forest soils group in order to focus on the soils and forests of the region.  The name “Central States Forest 
Soils Workshop” was chosen for the group as a means of identifying the region and to signify that this was a 
working group. It was to include field trips and personal on site discussions and experiences.  It has evolved 
into much more, providing for an annual renewal of good friendships and camaraderie. 

The Central States Forest Soils Workshop is a loosely structured organization without officers or 
chapters.  It has operated quite well on an informal volunteer basis.  Each year a group of individuals volunteer 
to host the next year’s workshop.  A treasury accompanies the host responsibility. 

The workshop’s format has remained relatively constant over the years.  Generally they are planned for 
the 2nd or 3rd week in October.  An evening overview session is held to allow people from participating states to 
travel during the day.  This session with guest speakers sets the background for the field visits presenting 
information on geology, soils, and vegetation of the field trip area.  Field visits cover the remaining 1 ½ days.  
The field component covers a number of soil-sites and forest conditions.  Soil pits are usually constructed to 
display the soil profile.  Generally a pedologist comments on the soil properties and a forester discusses the 
growth and management implications at each stop. A banquet usually follows the field trip along with a short 
business meeting to identify next year’s host. 

In October of 2003 the workshop was held in SE Indiana.  Those attending were welcomed by State 
Conservationist Jane Hardisty and State Forester Burney Fischer.  The introduction to SE Indiana included, 
“The Geology of Clark and Scott Counties”, a “Soil Resources Overview”, “Digital Soil Survey Demo”, and 
“Forests and Plant Communities”. The introduction was followed by social activities and liars dice. 

The first field stop on the next day was at a chestnut oak/Virginia pine type timber harvest on 
unglaciated loess over siltstone residuum.  The next stop was to a fire tower/overlook affording a view of 
different physiographic regions (Norman Upland and Scottsburg Lowland).  The third stop at white oak nature 
preserve had loess covered Illinoian glacial till and Mississippian shale residuum. Following a catered outdoor 
lunch was a stop to see TSI and forest management on private property.  The final stop included a discussion of 
the Wetland Reserve Program at a forested wetland on alluvial sediments. 

A social hour and banquet followed upon return to the hotel in Scottsburg.  A historian gave an 
interesting presentation on “The Corp of Discovery and the Falls of the Ohio”.  This was followed by door 
prizes, socializing, and liars dice. 

Thursday morning included a tour of the Forest Discovery Center and of Koetter Woodworking’s Mill.  
The Discovery Center was built by koetter and did an excellent job of explaining the forestry and forest 
products to children and the public.  Indoor displays include a lifesize artificial forest, a 1000 square foot 
marquetry mural, other fascinating displays, and a gift shop.  The 6 acre sized, modern, efficient mill primarily 
makes Louisville Slugger baseball bats and utilizes over 15 million bf annually. 

 

It was an excellent trip and program. – Ralph Elmer Hershberger 



OSAF Executive meeting 
ODNR Div. Of Forestry 

Fountain Square, Columbus, OH 
  

Thursday December 3, 2003 
 
 
Members present: Kathy Smith, Mark Ervin, Scott Costello, Roger Weaver, Roger Williams, Elmer 
Hershberger, Robert Long, Dan Yaussy, Jeremy Scherf, Stephanie Miller 
 
Meeting called to order 10:10 
 
Minutes from 8/4/03 meeting.  Move to approve minutes Stephanie, second Bob passed 
 
Treasurers Report – Scott: We had two large expenses for this past year.  Summer meeting - our share for the 
Indiana meeting was $800.  Roger did go to HSD at the national convention and we picked up his expenses for 
that.  Motion to approve the treasurer’s report Jeremy, Roger Weaver seconds approved. 
 
Election Results – Mark Ervin won for vice chair 
 
Membership – Jeremy 
 

Membership numbers – 1 new, 6 transferred in, 4 out and 1 deceased - 220 (35 less than last year) we 
are 35 under nationals number of where they want us to be.  The Hocking number is a lot less at this point.  
Maybe need to contact the Hocking staff and see about pushing SAF membership with the students.  Roger 
says of the 32 societies only 4 showed an increase in membership.  Dan says maybe we shouldn’t be as 
concerned with student membership as working on existing foresters to get membership.  Scott thinks that this 
is something we need to keep in mind for 2004. 

 
Phil Perry was elected Fellow.  He will be recognized at the annual meeting in March. 
 

Education – Kathy 
 
 CFE – National is asking the question about doing away with the certificates.  There are more questions 
than answers here – are they talking about the overall 150 hour recognition or the individual certificates.  The 
local level information is limited – not many are aware that this even exists.  Maybe more PR would get more 
response.   
 
 OSU Curriculum Change – handed out the new course outlines for each of the new degrees.  Roger 
Williams went over the background of the changes and the options students now have.  The combined 
curriculums allow for dual certification for both SAF and the Wildlife Society.   
 
The accreditation team from SAF will be on campus in May working on the recertification of the OSU 
program.  They are also going to try to get the Forestry/Wildlife program accredited.   
 
Policy – Roger Williams 
 
Roger is working with SAF and the World Forestry Committee to perhaps bring monies in and there is a good 
chance that OSU could play a major role with brining in some of these monies in.  These are overseas projects. 
 
Mark – the Division is talking about holding another Forestry roundtable to discuss issues here in the state. 



 
Communications – Stephanie 
 Plan is on hold but there is a letter that is in draft that will go out the committee 
 
 Scott has agreed to take over the Hetuch.  Most of it is being done electronically but we do still have a 
few that need hard copies.  There were a large number of hits on the web site for the May edition.  The 
September issue hits were a lot less.   There is some thought that some emails are bouncing back from Spam 
filters.  The thought is to produce it in html and pdf format to accommodate slower dialup connections. 
 
Web page – updated regularly.  Since December of 02 we have had 46000 hits. 
 
Science – Bob Long 
 
 EAB is the hot topic.  Bob is looking to pull together what research is being done both here and in 
Michigan.   
 
Sudden oak death has had a national plan put together that is in draft form.  There will be some sudden oak 
death research that will be looked at that Ohio will participate in. 
 
Central Hardwoods Conference in March at Wooster – March 17-19th. 
 
Foresters Fund – Ron Miller 
No report – is there is anyone interested in working on this? 
 
Forest Soils – Ralph 
 Indiana’s was a success and as well done as Ohio’s was.  Attendance numbers were about the same.  
Next years meeting will be in Kentucky.  Were there any students at this meeting like Ohio’s?  Not that Ralph 
was aware of. 
 
New & Old Business 
 
Annual meeting will be with OFA again this year.  March 5th and 6th with our meeting on the 5th in Dublin and 
Executive Committee meeting before.  Dan reminded that us to put the scholarship line on the registration.  
Awards need to be given at this meeting too.  Scholarships need to be given at this time also – Dan will make 
the contacts to get the recipients names for the annual meeting. 
 
Tree distribution – are we going to try to do this that week?  Scott is willing to get with the same contact as he 
used last year to get the seedlings.  We need to coordinate with OFA if they are going to have an evening 
reception.  Mark moves that we proceed with the vendor as we did last year.  Roger Weaver seconds.  
Approved. 
 
Leadership academy – May 22-25, Nebraska City, NB.  Means that Mark would be the one to go and he will 
plan on going.  If someone else wants to go we could support more than one to go.  It’s about  $750 plus 
transportation.  At HSD national pushed to have states send more than just one person.   
 
Summer Meeting – ideas and suggestions to Mark.  Scott suggested maybe visiting southern Ohio and see the 
after affects of the ice damage.  There may also be a prescribed burn in that area that we could also look at. 
 
2004 National Convention – October 2-6, Alberta, Canada 
 
HSD- Roger:  Nothing major was covered.  It was interesting to hear about things from other states.   
 



Looking at ‘04 
 
One of the things that he may explore is joining with Indiana, Kentucky etc. to see about hiring a business 
manager and utilizing their services for maybe a newsletter and other items (agendas, meetings etc).  Another 
item that he picked up is some states pay new members dues – not just students. 
 
Still wants to look into the local chapters to help develop some grass roots efforts to help promote SAF – need 
10 SAF members to start a local chapter for the local interaction. 
 
Would like to get an item that we focus on for ’04.   
 
Oregon SAF has had meetings with the local industries to push SAF to the employers to see what is being done 
with SAF. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Forester First publication is being looked at to reprint.  Does OSAF want to support the reprint?  Mark move 
that up to $500 be spent with changes, Jeremy seconds.  Pass 
 
Hetuch deadline Jan. 20th out Feb. 1st. Next meeting is March 5th. Adjourn 12:45 pm 
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